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The invention relates to an easy open can end comprising a circular centre panel with a 
rupturable score line therein, the score line defining the periphery of a non-removable 
tear panel, a non-detachable tab having a nose portion and a rear portion, and a 
connection between the tab and the centre panel which acts as a pivot about which the 
tab can be rotated out of the plane of the centre panel, such that in use, the rear portion 
of the tab is lifted to cause the nose portion of the tab to press down on the tear panel, 
thereby rupturing the score line and swinging the tear panel out of the plane of the 
centre panel to create an opening, the opening having a major axis and a minor axis, 
the minor axis located on a diameter of the centre panel and the major axis located 
perpendicular to said diameter. 

Such an easy open can end is known from document US-A-5 71 1 448, being the 
closest prior art document. This document provides can ends having larger openings in 
order to improve pourability and drinkability. 

The aim of the present invention is to provide an easy open, stay on tab can end, 
having an opening with improved pourability and drinkability characteristics but suitable 
for use on ends having a smaller diameter centre panel than conventional, standard 

ends. x- ~\ 

According to the invention, the diameter of the centre panel is less trauTjJ335)nches 
(46.6 mm) and the opening has an area of less than 0.5 square inches (323 mm2) and 
an aspect ratio (major axis : minor axis) of between 1.3 and 1.7. 
The combination of the features of independent claim 1 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by, the available prior art. Therefore, the subject-matter of 
independent claim 1 is new and inventive (Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT). 
Consequently, the subject-matter of dependent claims 2 to 6 fulfils as well the 
requirements of novelty and inventive step. Furthermore, claims 1 to 6 are considered 
as susceptible of industrial application. 
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The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in parentheses 
(Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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rupturable score line therein, the score line defining the periphery of a non-removable 
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